INSIDE

Howard County Chinese School Celebrates The
Year of The Snake

HCCS Spring Festival Gala
Sun. Jan. 19, 2025

(Snow date: Sun. Jan. 26, 2025)

BE(ET)RXHEBTR(Commons)
Food Fair (Cafeteria) & Culture
Exhibition (Commons)
3:00-6:00pm
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On January 19th, the Howard County Chinese School
hosted its annual Spring Festival Gala at Guilford Park
High School. We celebrated the Year of the Snake with
a food fair, cultural exhibition, and outstanding
performances.
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Preface:

As the first edition for the second volume of the Howard
County Chinese School Gazette, we would like to kick it
off with some pizazz and flair. This edition is chock-full
of festivals, fairs, and field days. In addition, a new
school year has begun, bringing a fresh start to another
incredible journey. We also invite you, yes you
personally, to be a part of this through our student
column where you can submit your own work.

Happy Reading!

NOTICES & INCOMING
EVENTS

HCCS Class of 2025 Graduation
Ceremony

The HCCS Class of 2025 graduation ceremony will be
on 06/01/2025!
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Emily Hu
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Addison Liu

Evan Luo

Sophia Gion

Sarina Li

Ricky He

Youth Journalists/Editors

Sophia Hua
Editor-in-Chief, HCCS Youth Journalists

Joe Li
Honorary Editor-in-Chief, HCCS Youth Journalists

MISSION OF THE HOWARD COUNTY CHINESE

SCHOOL

Established in 1998, Howard County Chinese
School (HCCS) is a non-Frofit organization located
in Howard County, Maryland. Its central mission is
to advance Chinese language education, foster
cultural inheritance, and promote community

wellbeing.

School Website: https://www.hccs-md.org/

acebook:
acebook.com/HowardCountyChineseSchool

Twitter: twitter.com/HCCS MD
YouTube Channel: .
https://www.youtube.com/@howardcountychinese

ABOUT THE GAZETTE

An official publication of Howard County Chinese
School, The Gazette encourages school students
and staff to submit articles and Photographs of
general interest. Submissions will be edited to
convey the most necessary information.

Email editorial copy and writing to pr@hccs-md.org.
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NEWS

HCCS Celebrates
The Year

of The Snake

By Joe Li

The vibrant colors, lively performances and
smells of delicious foods filled the air on
January 26th at the Howard County Chinese
School's annual Chinese New Year gala,
marking the start of the Year of the Snake in
grand style! Before the performances, there
was a fantastic food fair where many clubs
and organizations sold tasty, homemade
goods. Not only was there a food fair, but
there were also cultural exhibitions like ¥ L
Chinese calligraphy and dancers outside to ‘o RZWBR(Commons). Al
entertain people before the show. Wi - Foo8 ralllefee i) doiirure M
The gala kicked off with the opening = g
performance by the youth orchestra,
showecasing the talent and dedication of the
young musicians. The evening unfolded with
a diverse array of acts that celebrated the
richness of Chinese culture. Enchanting
dance routines, captivating musical
ensembles, and a lively martial arts
demonstration kept the audience enthralled.
A hilarious cross-talk performance added a
touch of humor, while a stunning costume
show and a moving choral performance
further highlighted the evening's cultural
depth. The grand finale brought everyone
together in a joyous celebration, leaving the
audience in high spirits.

The Howard County Chinese School's
Chinese New Year gala was not just a
celebration of the new year but also a
testament to the vibrant cultural heritage and
community spirit. It was an unforgettable
evening that brought together people of all
ages to celebrate, appreciate, and enjoy the
beauty of Chinese culture.
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HCCS Spring Festival Gala
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NEWS

Spring Festival Gala
Pictures and Video

BY: HCCS Youth Journalists

Make sure to check out our videos of the event
here:

hZpl
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NEWS

HCCS Overseas
Summer Camp

At the beginning of the New Year, the students
from Howard County Chinese School (HCCS)
who participated in the first Sichuan Culture
Immersion Program for Chinese-American
Youth received a special gift from the event
organizer, The Sichuan Overseas Friendship
Association—a beautifully crafted summer
camp commemorative album!

This album not only captures the unforgettable
moments of the summer camp activities but
also provides a detailed record of various
aspects, including the opening ceremony, the
closing ceremony, summer camp daily journals,
and related media reports.

While bringing back the cherished memories of
this successful summer camp, this
commemorative album also allows students to
revisit and immerse themselves in the beauty
and culture of Sichuan. (Provided by Ms. Yan
Sun, HCCS board member)
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NEWS
Summer Camp Video

BY: HCCS Youth Journalists

New Year Surprise | A Tribute to a Wonderful
Summer Camp
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NEWS

Howard Dynamics FTC
Qualifies for
Chesapeake
Championship

In the FTC Laurel MD#1 Qualifier competition
held on January 11, 2025, the Howard
Dynamics FTC Robotics Team from Howard
County Chinese School, coached by Zhong
Shan, delivered an outstanding performance.
They won both the Inspire Award (1st place)
and the First Place in the competition (Winning
Alliance - 1st Team Selected), earning a spot in
the FTC Chesapeake Championship!

Howard Dynamics is an FTC robotics team
made up of students in grades 8 to 11, with
team members from 5 high schools and 1
middle school in Howard County. Out of the 10
team members, 6 are rookies with no prior
experience in FTC or FLL. Let’'s congratulate
Howard Dynamics on their successful
qualification! We also look forward to other FTC
and FLL teams from Howard County Chinese
School achieving great results in future
competitions!
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NEWS

HCCS Volunteers
Shine at Howard
County’s Martin Luther
King Day of Service

Yesterday afternoon (1/12), our HCCS
volunteer team, led by YAP Project Look at Me
student leaders, parents, and SGA students ¥ .
and parents, participated in the Martin Luther E B Mm ‘i"" m
King Day of Service hosted by Howard County decbosk }
Government. _

Our students showcased their projects and took
part in creating community care packages,
demonstrating their commitment to making a
positive impact. This marked the first time the
HCCS student group participated as event
organizers, and we were proud to be the
largest volunteer group at the event! )

The contributions of our volunteers were highly
recognized and praised by the event
organizers, other participating groups, and
attendees. Thank you to everyone who
participated and helped make this a meaningful
and successful experience! %
#HCCSCommunity #MLKDayOfService
#HowardCounty #VolunteerSpirit
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NEWS
Visit to Annapolis

On March 19, 2025, at the invitation of Maryland
Senator Clarence Lam and Delegate Chao Wu, a
group of eight interns from Howard County Chinese
School visited Annapolis i . The group toured the
Maryland State Government buildings - -, including
the legislative chambers, and observed from the
Senate and House galleries ¢« . They joined a
guided tour of the State House i, gaining valuable
insights into the history of Maryland’s government
==. Beyond the tour, they attended Senate and
House committee hearings & , experiencing the
State’s legislative process firsthand 1\). This
enriching day left everyone with a deeper
understanding and a rewarding experience (7.
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NEWS
Annapolis Video and More Pictures

View the video on Facebook:

Learning Journey in Annapolis
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NEWS
YAP Environment Group’s 8th Road Cleanup

— A Big Success! =

'I-\’Al‘d
G‘l.lll

De .l.rllm‘:nt of
Public Works

Adopt
A 'Road

On Sunday, March 23, 2025, our YAP
Environment Group hit the streets for our 8th
Road Cleanup, and wow—what a day! ) A
massive THANK YOU to all the students and
parents who joined us! % Despite being
short-handed and facing a mountain of trash .,
we teamed up £, and collected 10 FULL
bags—mission accomplished! &

One first-time parent said it best: “Our kids never
used to do this kind of work!” &) That’s the magic
of our road cleanups—not just a cleaner
community &), but a chance for our youth to
grow, learn, and shine - . Your hard work made
it happen, and we’re so grateful for every single
one of you! /!, You're amazing! @

#AAPIYAP #RoadCleanup #CommunityStrong
#YouthEmpowerment #ThankYou
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NEWS
Congratulations to Dr. Ming Li!

Congratulations to Dr. Ming Li, the principal of Howard County Chinese School (HCCS), on
receiving the 2025 Chinese American Doctors Association (CADA) Community Service Award!
Dr. Li is recognized for his unwavering dedication to the community and his leadership in fostering the
steady growth of the school. During the award ceremony, he expressed his gratitude, saying, "l am
honored to receive this recognition. This award belongs to all the volunteers working behind the
scenes—I| am here to represent them."
We also want to acknowledge the incredible impact of the Howard County Chinese School (HCCS) on
our community. Their commitment to preserving cultural heritage, promoting educational excellence,
and fostering a strong sense of community is truly invaluable.
#CADA #CommunityService #DrMingLi #lLeadership #HCCS #Inspiration #HowardCounty
#CulturalHeritage #Communitylmpact #Congratulations
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NEWS

AAPI YAP
Youth Garden  Fg& e 5
2025 Opening |l o<z
Ceremony F——

Today, April 5th, we kicked off the 2025 season of the AAPI YAP Youth Garden with a
vibrant opening ceremony at the garden site!

School leaders shared the rich history and growth of the garden project, highlighting its
impact over the years. Our dedicated advisors spoke about their experiences and insights
from the garden activities, offering thoughtful suggestions and even assigning some fun
"family homework" for the kids. Student leaders introduced the selection process for the
student management team and unveiled exciting projects they’ll be leading this season.

Every attending student and parent had a chance to introduce themselves, fostering a
warm sense of community. The kids also picked their favorite vegetables to plant this
year—think spinach, tomatoes, asparagus, garlic chives, onions, potatoes, and more!

After the ceremony, the students rolled up their sleeves, moving garden soil from the
driveway to neatly line the fence perimeter. They also tidied up the lot, clearing away dry
branches and leaves. Everyone’s buzzing with excitement for what's ahead in this new
Youth Garden season!

Stay tuned for updates as our young gardeners dig in and grow together! #AAPIYAP
#YouthGarden #CommunityGrowth
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NEWS

BOE Presents the
Friends of
Education Award

The Howard County Board of Education
presented the Friends of Education Award at its
meeting on April 9th, 2025. Among the two
award recipients and five nominees this year,
BranchOut! Howard County Chapter received a
Certificate of Appreciation. During the award
event, student representatives Grace Chen,
Ethan Gao, and the Howard County Chinese
School BOD Chair, Ning Li, were presented this
certificate. The award presentation can be seen
at https://hcpsstv.v3.swagit.com/videos/339647

According to the award page, “The Friends of
Education Award was established by the Board
of Education to recognize and show
appreciation to those who have made
exemplary contributions

to Howard County public education and to
increase awareness of the importance of
community involvement to the achievement of
the school system’s Equity Framework.” This
award “recognizes an individual, business, or
non-profit group, organization, or association for
an innovative or unique contribution.” (Friends
of Education — HCPSS)

Founded in May 2019, the BranchOut! Howard
County Chapter has made a significant impact
since its establishment. Through the diverse
programs, partnerships, and dedicated mentors,
BranchOut! continues to empower students,
foster community, and promote educational
equity within Howard County. It was recorded
that, in 2022, tutors logged an impressive 1,580
hours across five school sites. This dedication
continued in 2023 with 1,506 hours at seven
sites, and in 2024, tutors provided 1,215 hours
of assistance across nine sites. In addition to its
summer programs, BranchOut! Howard County
Chapter extends its educational support
throughout the year by actively participating in
the HCPSS’ Black Student Achievement

Program Saturday Math Academy. Beyond
merely assisting teachers and students in the
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classroom, the passionate mentors have taken
the initiative to design and implement creative
and engaging educational activities. These
activities are aimed at enriching the learning
experience and promoting STEM education
among students from diverse backgrounds. All
of these services have demonstrated the
dedication and unique contribution to fostering
an inclusive and stimulating educational
environment. By helping to bridge gaps in
learning and encouraging academic excellence
in the Howard County Public School System,
BranchOut! Howard County Chapter has truly
proved itself with the recognition of this
prestigious nomination.

y County Board . ..
. ﬁt‘f"‘l&ﬂ - 4’:'4,’(;?'?
iy Z
@ Certificate of Apprectation =™

Branch Out! Howard County Chapter

Friends of Education Nominee

In recognition of your sutstanding contributions to

the Howard County Public School System.

. g
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STUDENT COLUMN

HCCS Students,
We want to hear from you! If you would like to
submit your writing for the next issue of our
gazette newspaper, please email your work to
pr@hccs-md.org.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing your
work in the HCCS Gazette!

HCCS Youth Journalists
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