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PREFACE

The second half of 2025 has been a landmark
season for the Howard County Chinese School
(HCCS), defined by milestone transitions and a
vibrant community spirit.

From the bittersweet 2024—-2025 Graduation to
the excitement of the First Day of the New
School Year, our students have embraced growth
at every turn. We made our mark across the
county—marching in the 4th of July Parade,
supporting the Police Foundation 5K/10K, and
celebrating our heritage at the AAPI Festival.

In addition, we bridged tradition and innovation
through the Tang Dynasty China Day adventure,
the Maryland STEM Festival, and our
high-energy Indoor Culture and Sports Festival
(Field Day). Even our Annual Halloween Parade
showcased the creativity that makes our HCCS
family so unique.

This edition of the 2025 Gazette honors these
moments of unity and pride. We hope these
stories inspire you as much as they have inspired
us.

NOTICES & INCOMING EVENTS

HCCS 2026 Spring Festival Gala

The HCCS 2026 Spring Festival Gala will be on
02/08/2026!

Howard County Chinese School
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Hua, Sophia Gion

Reporters and Photographers, HCCS Youth
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Addison Liu, Ricky He
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Ge Li
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MISSION OF THE HOWARD COUNTY
CHINESE SCHOOL

Established in 1998, Howard County Chinese
School (HCCS) is a non-profit organization
located in Howard County, Maryland. Its central
mission is to advance Chinese language
education, foster cultural inheritance, and
promote community wellbeing.

School Website: https://www.hccs-md.org/

Facebook:
facebook.com/HowardCountyChineseSchool

Twitter: twitter.com/HCCS MD

YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@howardcountychines
e school8338

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/hccs.info/

ABOUT THE GAZETTE: An official publication of
Howard County Chinese School, The Gazette
encourages school students and staff to submit
articles and photographs of general interest.
Submissions will be edited to convey the most
necessary information. Email editorial copy and

writing to pr@hccs-md.org.
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NEWS

Annual Asian American
and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) Festival

On May 10th, 2025, at Merriweather Park, Howard
County Executive Calvin Ball and the Asian
American and Pacific Islander Commission invited
the Howard County Chinese School to participate in
the fourth annual Asian American and Pacific
Islander(AAPI) Festival. People from all cultures
and backgrounds were welcome to attend. The
festival featured traditional dances, music, food,
and more!

At 12:15 PM, attendees from different cultures
started the event, walking and dancing across
Merriweather Park in an energetic, colorful, and
festive parade. Later, around 12:30, event openers
and speakers took over the stage. After that, many
performances were showcased from each culture in
its unique style.

The Howard County Chinese School danced and
played the Waist drum yangko (BE&k#3%). They
dressed in a bright green shirt, red pants, and a
golden belt. The Howard County Chinese School
had a tent for others to visit and showcase the
Chinese curriculum.

As the festival continued, attendees enjoyed more
performances from other AAPI communities,
games, crafts, and activities for others to do. There
was something for everyone to enjoy. Food vendors
like Peter Chang, Frosty Softy, Clove and
cardamom, and more sold their traditional food,
showing off their culture.

The Howard County Youth Journalist Club
interviewed many people at the event, including
Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball,
performers, and food vendors. Dr. Ball shared his
hopes for the future, saying, "My hopes for the
future of the AAPI community in Howard County

are that everyone can become their very best
selves. That not only do we survive, but we thrive
together." This quote shows his vision for the
growth, acceptance, and unity of the AAPI
community in Howard County. The Youth Journalist
club also interviewed the Vice President of the
Young Adults of the Korean American Association,
who said, "While we live in America, you know, we
want to keep our roots here. We don’t want to
forget our motherland." His words show how others
value their cultural identity through going to
different events.

The Asian American and Pacific Islander Festival
was a huge success! It allowed people to share
their culture and identity through dances, food, and
many other things. These events are important to
the AAPI community as they build a stronger and
more inclusive community. Thank you to everyone
who participated in the Asian American and Pacific
Islander Festival at Merriweather Park on May 5th,
2025.

Video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bocNSfYbASO
(Made by Evan Luo)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bocNSfYbAS0

NEWS

Graduation Ceremony

On Sunday, June 1, the Howard County Chinese
School Class of 2025 tossed their graduation caps
up in celebration of more than ten years of hard
work, commitment, and perseverance. The HCCS’s
annual graduation ceremony—held at Clarksville
Middle School this year—recognized the significant
effort, diligence, and work ethic the graduates put
into their classes and community service activities.
In addition, the celebration also honored the
accomplishments of HCCS teachers and staff,
whose guidance and support played a big role in
the students’ success.

The graduation ceremony started off with
inspirational words from Chinese School president
Ming Li, Maryland state delegate Chao Wu,
Chinese school teacher Weiwei Shao, and student
speaker Bosong Shu.

Then, student award winners were announced.
Awards included the Feng Yanjun Memorial Award
(Shiyue Cao, Amy Gu, Mark Li), the HCCS
Community Service Excellence Award (Gold: Mark
Li, Aaron Zhong; Silver: Kevin He, Cindy Qin, Kevin
Teng; Bronze: Iris Hai, Claire Liu, Evan Luo, Lily
Song, Sherry Wei), the CADA Community Service
Award (Gold: Evan Luo; Silver: Amy Luo; Bronze:
Elizabeth Liu, Alice Chen), the Student Leadership
or Special Contribution Award (Mark Li), the SGA
Senior Commitment Award (Gold: Iris Hai), the
Mentorship Excellence Award (Grace Chen, Claire
Liu, Elizabeth Liu, Clara Luo), and the H4C
Traditional Culture and Art Award (Gold: Mark Li;
Silver: Kunni Lin, Callie Chen).

After the awards ceremony, each individual
graduate made their way on stage to accept their
diploma. These students have spent over ten
dedicated years learning Chinese at HCCS, and we
congratulate them for this significant
accomplishment! To end the ceremony, the

graduates sang a song to celebrate and remember
this long journey.

Congratulations, Class of 2025, and we wish you all
the best of luck in your future commitments and
endeavors!
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Video Link:
(By Sophia Hua)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BC_6fq3sjc

NEWS

ath of July Parade

On July 4th, 2025, River Hill held its 25th Annual
Independence Day Parade, inviting the Howard
County Chinese School (HCCS) to join. Families
and friends of all backgrounds came to celebrate
the 4th of July.

River Hill's parade tradition began in 2001 and has
continued to grow in popularity over the years. The
parade starts at 9 am at Pointers Run Elementary
School and ends at the Fifth District Volunteer Fire
Department. Organized by the Student
Government Association (SGA) of Howard County
Chinese School, our parade team proudly
continues a tradition that began in 2017.

Around 9:15 AM, the Chinese School’s pickup truck
drove along the path with spectators cheering. A
Drummer dressed in striking red robes performed
atop a decorated truck, delivering powerful beats
that echoed through the streets. Kids followed to
throw candy to the audience watching the parade.
Following the truck, flag holders carried the HCCS
banner, people danced with Chinese fans, and a
waist drum performance team was present. In an
interview, a member of the drumming group
explained that, four weeks leading up to the
parade, the HCCS drum group met three times

each week, logging roughly fifteen practice rounds
per session. Their disciplined rehearsals ensured
that the parade went smoothly.

We thank every parent and student for their active
participation and support! We’ll see you next year.

Video link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bocNSfYbASO
(Made by Evan Luo)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bocNSfYbAS0

NEWS

The First Day of New School Year

August 24, 2025 marked the very beginning of a
new school year. The first day of school of the 2025
to 2026 school year was a very eventful day. It
signified the beginning of a new year of learning
and growing. This day was the beginning of the
27th year of Howard County Chinese School, which
has continued to grow and prosper.

The executive committee worked very hard to
organize many classes for more than a thousand
students. They started preparing for this
momentous day in April. They offer many classes,
which brings together many Chinese Americans,
and has become their center.

In addition, there are some new courses this year.
For example, there are Parent-Child Painting and
Creative Crafts, Fun Fitness Dance, Cell Phone
Photography: From Basics to Proficiency, and more
Yoga classes. The Chinese Classical Folk Dance
and the Robotics programs are continuing to thrive,
as well as expand. For instance, the Robotics
program went from 8 to 11 classes in the span of
one year.Photography: From Basics to Proficiency,
and more Yoga classes. The Chinese Classical
Folk Dance and the Robotics programs are
continuing to thrive, as well as expand. For
instance, the Robotics program went from 8 to 11
classes in the span of one year.

The Youth Journalists interviewed teachers,
students, and volunteers. The teachers expressed
joy upon educating and connecting students with
their heritage through Chinese language, culture,
and history. When the students grow up, they will
have more opportunities to learn about the world
through different languages. The students are
looking forward to expanding their vocabulary and
learning more about their heritage. They expressed
how Chinese heritage is a big part of their life, as
well as being able to learn and connect with others.
Overall, the first day of Chinese School was a very
significant day. This day would not have been
possible without the hard work of students,
teachers, and volunteers.




NEWS
Police Foundation’s Annual sK/10K Fundraiser

On September 14, 2025, the APPI Youth
Ambassadors from Howard County Chinese School
proudly participated in the Howard County Police
Foundation’s annual “Police Pace” 5K and 10K
Run, a key fundraising event supporting community
outreach and safety programs of the Howard
County Police Department.

In addition to volunteering and representing the
Asian American community with pride, our youth
ambassadors achieved exceptional race results:

) 4

1st Place — Female 9-10 age group (5K)
¥ 1st Place — Female 14—19 age group (5K) PN, U
¥ 2nd Place — Male 14—19 age group (5K) k
/" 1st Place Overall Female — (10K)

These outstanding accomplishments highlight not
only their athletic excellence but also their
dedication to community engagement and public
service. We are proud of their achievements and
the positive impact they continue to make in
Howard County!




NEWS
China Day

On October 4, 2025, the Howard County Chinese
Cultural Center (HCCCC) and the Howard County
Chinese School (HCCS) introduced "China Day," a
new celebration replacing their 26-year tradition of
the Mid-Autumn Festival. Marketed as an
immersive cultural time-travel experience, the event
drew hundreds of attendees from diverse
backgrounds. Volunteers transformed the venue
into a vibrant festival hub, offering a rich array of
traditional foods, crafts, games, and performances
designed to celebrate and share Chinese heritage
with the broader community.

A central highlight of the event was the Tang
Dynasty Role-Play Adventure, which transported
participants back to China's golden age of art and
poetry. Guests took on roles such as scholars,
merchants, or constables, earning copper coins
through tasks to trade for prizes, while a cultural
exhibition tested their knowledge with trivia. The
festival also featured a photo booth for traditional
dress-up, a food fair showcasing homemade
dishes, and a modern exhibition of intricate crafts
and traditional games, all complemented by
stunning dance performances on the main stage.

The festival’s success was driven by the tireless
efforts of adult and student volunteers who arrived
early to manage everything from decorations to
activity booths. Student volunteer Annie noted that
the high turnout from people of all ethnicities made
the experience particularly rewarding and fun. By
fostering cross-cultural engagement and providing
an "eye-opening" experience for visitors, the
dedication of these volunteers ensured that the
inaugural China Day was an unforgettable success
for the entire Howard County community.




NEWS
Annual Halloween

On Sunday, October 26th, 2025, the Howard
County Chinese School held its annual
Halloween parade. In between classes, students
would dress up in their creative costumes and
follow a loop where teachers would hand out
candy. It allowed students to have a fun break
together. There were 3 break times, in between
classes, where kids would go and have fun.
These time slots were 10:45 AM-11 AM, 12:45
PM -1 PM, and 2:45 PM-3:00 PM. There weren’t
any clouds in the sky, which made it a perfect
day for a celebration. Excitement from the
students created a joyful atmosphere. It brought
smiles to everyone's faces.




NEWS
Maryland STEM Festival

On November 9, 2025, Howard Community
College’s Duncan Hall hosted the annual Maryland
STEM Festival, organized by the Howard County
Chinese School (HCCS) robotics team. Attracting
over 200 students and parents, the three-hour
event provided a vibrant platform for families to
explore STEM through live demonstrations and
interactive booths. Parents praised the welcoming
atmosphere, noting that it served as an inspiring
introduction for children new to technology and
effectively sparked their interest in the field.

The festival showcased the technical achievements
of the FLL and FTC teams under their respective
season themes, "UNEARTHED" and "DECODE."
Students demonstrated robot functionality,
discussed mechanical structures, and shared
programming insights with an engaged audience.
Beyond the demonstrations, participating
teams—including community teams Solar Storm
and STELARK—engaged in collaborative
discussions, exchanging design concepts and
inspiring one another through shared innovation.

l
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Driven by the festival's ongoing success, the HCCS
robotics program has grown to include eleven
competition and preparatory teams across the FLL
and FTC levels, supported by a dedicated coaching
staff. This year’s event was a resounding success,

underscoring HCCS’s commitment to STEM
education and its significant community influence.
By fostering a hands-on learning environment, the
program continues to inspire the next generation to
dedicate themselves to the fields of science and
technology.
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NEWS
Field Day

On November 22, 2025, the Howard County
Chinese School (HCCS) PTA hosted its annual
Autumn Indoor Fun Culture and Sports Festival at
SPORTS WORLD, drawing nearly 400 participants
to promote community cohesion and well-being.
The ceremony featured remarks from HCCS
leadership and distinguished guests, including
Maryland State Delegate Dr. Chao Wu and local
AAPI commission chairs, who presented the
inaugural HCCS Volunteer Service Awards to 13
recipients. Established following the suspension of
the President’s Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) in
May 2025, this new award honors those who
dedicate their time and talent to the school and
community, upholding a legacy of service and
significant social impact.

The festival highlighted the fusion of Eastern and
Western traditions through captivating Yang-style
Tai Chi and modern fencing demonstrations,
showcasing both classical philosophy and the spirit
of sportsmanship. Beyond these performances,
families participated in a wide range of activities,
from traditional sports like soccer and volleyball to
specialty games like Chinese yo-yo and bean bag
tosses. This successful event not only celebrated
the vitality of the student body and the richness of
Chinese culture but also strengthened the bond

between HCCS and the broader community
through a shared afternoon of fitness and joy.

Video Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gos1kTgqdQ

(by Ricky He)
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